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October 1, 1941 FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 16 Vol. IX-No. 19 
PART TWO 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Grover, Beatrice B. BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS Greystone 


The idea is a good one- that of making each of the original thirteen colonies 
a character, with personality corresponding to the individual colony. It may help small 






children to learn them readily. Then too here is a simplification of the essential facts 
in the naming of the country, in planning the flag, with the step by step progress towards 


the development of that flag with the growth of the country. The basic rules about the 
flag that even a small child soon learns are here. And the story of the national anthen. 
A gay and friendly little picture book - intended more for store merchandise, perhaps, 
than for school and library consumption. (Published) $1.50 


Mussey, Virginia Howell FALLA A President's Dog Howell, Soskin 


A cunning story has been built around the scottie in the White House, but I 
found myself wondering whether there were not all sorts of facts about him that might 
have been included and which children would miss. Nice charcoal pencil drawings by 


Margaret Van Doren. (Published) $1.00 
Gramatky, Hardie LOOPY Putnam 
* The author of Little Toots and of Hercules has hit on a sure favorite this 


time in this picture story book about the little training plane used by student pilots, 
a plane eager to show what he could do for himself, given the chance. He gets the chance 
when a student "show off" takes to his parachute in a storm. (Published) $1.75 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD {6 - 9g) 


Le Grand SATURDAY FOR SAMUEL Greystone 


Moralists will look in vain for any justification for this tale of the little 
colored children who spent their mother's grocery money on weenies and ice cream cones 
and barbecue sandwiches. They didn't even have tummy aches. And they found a way- by 
accident- of earning it all back again. Enchanting pictures and the story is good en- 
tertainment and delightfully told - if all you want is entertainment. (Publ.) $1.25 


Harris, Joel Chandler BRER RABBIT Harper 
Brown, Margaret Wise - editor 


I have oddly mixed feelings about this book. Something in me objects to any 
sort of revision of these classic tales. But my common sense tells me that many more 
children will enjoy them, with decreased use of difficult dialect, with omission of di- 
gressions and of adults on the side, and with selection of the best tales. The familiar 
A. B. Frost stories are redrawn for reproduction purposes by Victor Dowling. Here's a 
chance to try Brer Rabbit and his friends on Yankee youngsters. (10/28) $1.50 
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Harper, Wilhelmina- Editor BROWNIE AND THE CIRCUS David McKay 
And Other Stories of Today 


This expert anthologist has once more made good selection - this time of more 
or less modern stories. I've qualified this, simply because many of the stories seem 
undated, and even the foreign ones are pre-war - so they might be defined as stories 
of "only yesterday”. Another limitation is that they are stories primarily of rural or 
small town backgrounds,- whether in Sweden or England or China or America; whether moun- 
tain or seashore or Indian or Negro in background. One could wish for just one story of 
modern city children to balance an otherwise excellent collection. The Vera Neville pic- 
tures are, as always, charming. (Published) $2.00 


Silverman, Stanley H. DEXTER Simon & Schuster 


° I loved this delicious story of the littlest dragon, who didn’t like to war 

on other animals, who could blow flames when he wanted to but preferred to use his power 
for good instead of evil. The dragons thrust him out, the other animals shooed him 
away, but eventually, when he went to the biggest and oldest dragon of them all, he was 
encouraged, for the Old Dragon confessed that he had felt just that way too, and had not 
had the courage of his convictions. A friendly dragon story should prove popular, and 
this one has grand pictures by George Daly in three colors. (Reviewed last February, 
for Spring publication; now scheduled for November) f $1.50 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Halliburton, Richard COMPLETE BOOK OF MARVELS. Bobbs-Merrill 


Here, in one volume, are the two travel books - The Occident and The Orient, 
with full quota of illustrations, maps and end papers. (10/31) At a price of $3.00 


Busoni, Rafaello-illus. DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT Grosset & Dunlap 


Busoni has made full color illustrations for this excellent rendering of the 
familiar story. The emphasis- as usual- is on the story of Dick Whittington in his boy- 
hood; one could wish for more about the cat always. (Published) $.50 


Gilbert, Paul T. ELMER BUYS A CIRCUS Grosset & Dunlap 


The author of Bertram and His Funny Animals once again tells an impossible 
story with such assurance that it seems almost credible. Elmer wanted a circus. So did 
his pals. So they all saved their allowances and their pennies- and acquired just the 
most wonderful circus ever. It has so much that is good about it, that I wish it had 
not been presented as an achievement with-in bounds. (Publ. ) $. 50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Charlotte SARAH DEBORAH'S DAY Dodd, Mead 


Jackson, 


* Sarah Deborah was going to school for the first time. She lived in the Sierra 
Nevadas in gold rush days. And she was very grown up when it came to taking responsi- 
bility and thinking for herself, but very much a child when it came to having her own 
way. This is the story of the misadventures that befell her when her curiosity got the ’ 
better of her determination to be good. The adventure may seem far fetched, but it is 

a beguiling story, well-told. Three color pictures~- some of them double spreads- by 

Mare Simont make this one of the year's loveliest books. (Publ) $2,00 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Le Grand AUGUSTUS AND THE MOUNTAINS Bobbs—Merrill 
? The river family takes to the mountains, with an hilarious trip in a jalopy 
run according to the best river traditions. Augustus, true to form, does a bit of de- 
tecting again. Good fun, with characteristic pictures. (Published) $1.75 


Sutton, Margaret A SHEPHERD BOY OF AUSTRALIA Grosset & Dunlap 
A misleading title - for this is a good story, built around factual informa- 

tion, about a "sheep station” (a ranch) in Australia, about the activities, the busi- 

ness and the pleasure- and particularly about two children, the boy whose father was 

the manager, and who had come to look upon the place as his own, and the little daughter 

of the writer who actually owned the ranch and who came to live there, to the despair of 

of young Billee. Better fact book than fiction. (Published) $.50 


White, Robb SAILOR IN THE SUN Harper 


Perhaps it isn't fair to pigeonhole a writer, but I was disappointed to find 
this a story about Florida- West Coast- instead of about the Caribbean island that 
Robb White has preempted as his own. That aside, it is a fair to middling story, not 
wholly credible, of a little girl who has been sent to live with some cousins, and who 
finds things not at all what she had expected. And of the pretense she was forced to 
keep up- and of the old shipbuilder who befriended her. The Edward Shenton illustra- 


tions are not up to his best. (Oct. 1) $2.00 
Rounds, Glen THE BLIND COLT Holiday House 
* A story of the Bad Lands, and of the blind blue mustang colt that learned to 


use his ears and nose to take care of himself while running wild with the herd; and of 
how a ten year old lad saved his life and by a fluke got him into his own corral. Nice 
illustrtions in line and color. (October 1) $2, 00 


Erskine, Gladys Shaw RIDING THE TOM TOM TRAIL Morrow 
A Pioneer Boy Among the Indians 

Story of Broncho Charlie, who was captured by the Indians for his yellow hair, 
and made a member of the tribe. He spent one glorious summer among the Klamath Indians, 
learning their way of life, and putting all his white boy's life behind him. Then he 
heard threat of massacre which would involve his people, and he knew he was white and 
not an Indian, and- with the help of an Indian girl and the pony that he had helped 
capture - he escaped. Not always realistic, in its rather rosy visioned picture of 
Indian life. (Oct. 8) $1.75 


Savage, Alma SMOOZIE: Story of an Alaskan Reindeer Farm Sheed & Ward 


The story form, a good deal of fact about the habits of Alaskan reindeer, 
through the adventures of a young reindeer. From his early days with the mission herd 
through. the hard trip to winter pastures - the attack of the wolves- the loss of his 
mother- and his long homeward trek, alone, back to the Mission. The book is hurt by 
the poor format, color shift in type, sense of off register. The pictures by Charles 
Keller are quite charming. The story seems occasionally written down. (Publ) $1.50 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE g - 12's 
Wheeler, Opal STEPHEN FOSTER AND HIS LITTLE DOG TRAY Dutton 


. This is one of Miss Wheeler's best in this series of musical biographies, 


Stories of the boyhood of great musicians. Stephen Foster makes glamorous material, 
Surprisingly enough, and one gets a real sense of his background and the period in which 
he lived; of his family and their wanderings; of the early signs of genius. The words 
and music of many of his most familiar songs are included. (Publ.) $2.00 


Harris, Leila & Kilroy SUNNY AUSTRALIA David McKay 


The facts are there, but one has a recurrent sense of a patronizing manner in 
presenting them - sort of a Now My Children manner. Photographs and decorative drawings 
supplement the informative text. (Published) $.50 


Sondergaard, Arena A HISTORY OF THE U. S. Random House 


A very attractive looking book- good layout- delightful illustrations in spots, 
borders, full pages, by Cornelis, some in full color, some in black and white. Amazing 
amount of information, not too drily told, packed into comparatively brief space, and 
covering a general outline of our history, with bits of biography, way of life, inven- 
tions, etc. The big question is this- how much information sticks when not expanded 
with color, anecdote, detail? To what end a mere outline knowledge of history, other 
than impetus to further study? However, it should stimulate some degree of interest in 
children otherwise apathetic on the subject. (Publ.) $1.00 


Penfield, Thomas GUARDIANS OF AMERICA Rand McNally 


Here in one book is useful reference material on our defense forces:- army, 
navy, marine corps; equipment, artillery, anti-aircraft, parachute and ski troops, ves- 
sels of the fleet, air force - the men and the machines. The inclusion of an index 
gives the book greater value than its rather haphazard arrangement might indicate. Un- 
fortunately, poor reproduction of official photographic material makes the book unpre- 
possessing in appearance. (Published) $1.00 


Quinn, Vernon PICTURE MAP GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AMERICA Stokes 


Geography not only painlessly administered, but very pleasantly administered, 
with clear cut, readable text and pictures and picture maps by Paul Spener Johst. Each 
of the South American countries given space to itself, with geography, industries, raw 
materials, products, rivers, harbors, cities, mountains, plains, livened by legend and 
anecdote and a bit of history and biography. (Oct. 1) $1.50 


Smith, Etta May SALUTE THE FLAG Albert Whitman 


This is about the umpty umph book on the subject of the flag, and duplicates 
the history and legend surrounding it. In addition, it includes the flag code in full 
detail, the only place I have seen all of its aspects covered. (10/24) $1.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Hamlin, John BY PADDLE WHEEL AND PACK TRAIN Lippincott 


Good adventure yarn and a different sort of story of a westward trek. Robert 
Whipple runs away from home in New Hampshire, heading west, and seizing upon any and every 
means that offers, stowaway on wagon, coach, canal boat; oar boy on a flatboat, mule rider 
in a caravan, meeting friends and enemies, and acquiring new responsibilities. -But he 
gets there - and finds his gold, in moderate degree. (10/29) $2.00 
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Meigs, Cornelia VANISHED ISLAND Macmillan 


° There is less of history and more of life in this than in many of Cornelia 
Meigs excellent pictures of American life of days past. The setting is the Mississippi, 
at the height of the river boats, and the story revolves around a headstrong, self- 
centered boy, who is expelled from school and who finds himself during his months in 

the engine room, and later as cub pilot, on the queen boat of the river. There's plenty 
of adventure and a bit of mystery as well. Good tale. (10/14) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 year olds - Non-fiction 
Chavanne, R. N. DAVID FARRAGUT 1dshipman Coward, McCann 


The boyhood years of a famous Civil War hero of our Navy- "three pounds of 
uniform and seventy pounds of fight". First of the family, his Minorcan-born father, 
his pioneer mother, his brothers and sister, in Tennessee and New Orleans. Then his 
mother's death, the sharp change in his life, his adoption by Com. Porter and the start 
of anavy career, at the age of ten. The capturing of British ships, around the Horn, the 
Pacific, the eventual surrender at Valparaiso-good reading of areal hero. (10/13) $2.00 


Curtis, Anna L. STORIES OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD Island Workshop Press 


Of limited interest, though it may have a special market among Quakers, since 
so many of the stories deal with the Quaker activities in the days when the "Underground" 
provided the surest means of helping slaves to freedom. Isaac Hopper,Levi Coffin, Thomas 
Garrett - Quakers all, and the famous leader of her people, Harriet Tubman; the scenes 
shifting from Ohio to Pennsylvania to Delaware to New Jersey; ten stories in all, drawn 


from source material. Foreword by Rufus M. Jones. (Publ.) $1.75 
Dalgliesh, Alice WINGS AROUND SOUTH AMERICA Scribner 
nthe A wholly successful blend of good travel material, enough of personal anecdote, 


and good intermixture of historical and biographical facts, with the very feel and look 
and sense of the successive countries visited. Miss Dalgliesh has included material of 
special interest to chiddren,- bits about schools, libraries, books, fiestas and native 
children, but she has done it so adroitly that not for a moment does she seem to be 
writing down to her readers. The book is beautifully made, good format, good type page, 
and ideal illustrations, in pencil drawings, and in full color spreads that look hand 
done, page by page. One of the peaks of a good season. (10/?) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Riesenberg, Felix Jr. FULL AHEAD! Dodd, Mead 
* This is such a good tale, and there is so much incident, that one hardly 
realizes that it is actually an excellent vocational book, recounting as it does, the 
training processes of an aspirant for a post in the U. S. Merchant Marine. There is 
lots of information about the background and personalities, along with the step by step 
procedure in the stiff practical course now demanded. Should provide a good stimulus 
to interest on the part of youths who cannot all go to Annapolis. (10/7) $2.00 
Sabin, Edwin L. PIRATE WATERS Lippincott 

The period is the méid-1880's, and the text is replete with marine lingo and 
nautical terminology, heavy seas for all but the sea addicts. A story of a chase after 
pirates, as the corvette Juniata, under Capt. "Mad Jack" Percy ranges across the Atlan- 
tic, to Central and South American waters, as the villains pursue their way. Young Wise, 
midshipman, lands kB, 023 sorts of predicaments and adventures. I11'd by Lynd Ward. 


ae th. | $2.00 
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Nutchuk (with Alden Hatch) SON OF THE SMOKY SEA ; Messner 


. Good autobiography, though not so complete a picture as the publisher's des- 
cription would lead one to expect. For here is - not the whole story of the Eskimo- 
Norwegian musician but the story of his background and youth, up to the point when he 
put his mother's home behind him and came back to the States to take up his chosen car- 
eer, albeit against odds. This is the "Eskimo" end of his story:- his happy years at 
the Methodist Home in the Aleutian Islands; his chance to go .to Northwestern‘to study 
medicine, provided he earned the wherewithal to get there; his experiences as a whaler, 
as a worker in a sulphur mine. Then the months “outside” and the touch of romance, and 
the growing realization that his heart lay not in medicine but in music. His loss of 
his unknown father and the fortune he thought was to be his- and the conflict of his 
mixed race and mixed ambitions. Full of the spirit and feel of the north. Illustrated 
by Nutchuk and by photographs. A good job of collaboration. (Nov. J.L.G.)(10/?) $2.50 


Walker, John B. WAR IN THE AIR Random House 


. Successor to Fighting Planes of the World, this record in pictures and text 
of fighting planes and pilots in action. A weny.compréhensive text goes quite com- 
pletely into the men, the planes, the cooperative activities of the land forces and the 
observers. Then the details of bombers and bombing, with charts and diagrams and pic- 
tures showing cross sections of bombers - German, British, Italian. Tactics, armor and 
armament for the fighting and pursuit planes- and the actual process of fighting aloft. 
Night fighting and the new equipment, the Klystron ray, etc. Transport planes and the 
changes they have made in aerial combat. The American air force. A lot of information, 
graphically presented - and a lot for the money. (Published) $1.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Cavan, Romilly BENEATH THE VISITING MOON Coward,McCann 


A gay, warm, witty story of a disarming English family on the eve of war. A 
family story, wholly ingratiating, of the Fontaynes, who live on a run-down ancestral 
estate in rural England, from the casual mother to nine year old Tom, fourth of the brood. 
Things start to happen when the mother marries again and annexes two unpleasant step- 
children. (For fuller report, see page 443) (10/6) $2.50 


Hoyt, A. Maria TOTO AND I: A Gorilla in the Family Lippincott 


Story of Toto, now with Barnum and Bailey as companion for Gargantua, told by 
the woman who raised her, from the time her family was killed in Africa, to her early 
months with the circus. In spite of obstacles, Mrs. Hoyt kept the baby gorilla alive, 
until Toto dominated the household, ultimately becoming a problem. Interesting from 


animal story angle, with added interest for adults in the psychological study of this /{[/-/9 

most intelligent of the primates. For fuller report see elsewhere in this issue. (2346) 
$2.50 

Downey, Fairfax INDIAN FIGHTING ARMY Scribner 


A spirited, virile record of incessant warfare, and a tribute to the spirit 
in an army that, right or wrong, did a good job according to their lights. Custer, 
Sheridan, Crook, Miles, Sherman - all come in for their share; there's a vivid picture 
of frontier forts, of army wives, of the life in posts that were anything but easy berths. 
Downey knows his story, and this biography of the Indian fighting army of the West, from 
1485 to 1890, reads well. (For fuller report, see page 457) (Oct/?) $3.50 





